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veterans or their families are denied
benefits they deserve, regardless of
where they live.

Members of the military do not serve
in defense of the rights and freedoms of
a particular State, but rather of the
United States.

My colleagues have a choice to stand
with our veterans and their families or
stand silent while they continue to
face discrimination by the very govern-
ment they fought to defend.

———

EPA DEEMS OWNERSHIP OF
AMERICA’S WATERWAYS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, well,
they are at it again. It is another over-
reach by this administration. This
time, the U.S. EPA is reaching not
only what you might term navigable
waterways, but all waterways of the
United States they want to deem as
theirs.

This would mean mud puddles, and
this would mean irrigation ditches and
drainage ditches. They want to have
jurisdiction over everything, so they
can regulate it, tax it, and what-have-
you.

It goes way beyond anything that has
ever been legislated in this body and is
a complete overreach. The U.S. EPA
needs to withdraw this proposed rule.
It is outside of the law.

It is outside of the ability of our peo-
ple to have private property rights and
to have an economy, especially in rural
America, where farming, ranching, and
timber operations can all be affected
by a vast overreach by the U.S. EPA.

They need to withdraw this rule. We
need to hear from the American people
how this is going to affect them in
their jobs in their local economies.

———
BRING BACK OUR GIRLS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
73 days ago, 200 Nigerian girls were kid-
napped by the Nigerian terrorist group
Boko Haram. This story tugged at
hearts around the world and led to an
international outcry for these girls’
rescue, but 73 days later, we cannot
allow this story to fade from the head-
lines. The violence of Boko Haram in-
creases by the day.

Mr. Speaker, instead of focusing on
rescuing these girls, Nigerian President
Goodluck Jonathan’s attention is on
his next election. He spent $1.2 million
to improve his image by hiring a Wash-
ington PR firm.

President Jonathan needs to rear-
range his priorities. I can think of
quite a few things he can do with the
$1.2 million. The first thing he should
do is find those girls.

Mr. Speaker, this is why we cannot
let up the pressure. I urge you to join
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our Twitter war to keep the world’s at-
tention on the Kkidnapping of these
children. Tweet #bringbackourgirls and
#joinrepwilson every day, 9 a.m. to
noon.

We will not be silenced. We will not
be stopped. We will get our girls back.
Tweet, tweet, tweet.

CHERISHING OUR CHILDREN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to raise the attention of my col-
leagues to several moments.

First, I would like to celebrate the
passage of my amendment that just
passed in legislation H.R. 4899, to cre-
ate a job training and employment de-
partment or section in the Department
of the Interior for veterans, minorities,
and women. With 800,000 jobs on the ho-
rizon in the energy industry, this is an
American job creator. I am excited
about that amendment.

With sadness, Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support my colleague, Congresswoman
WILSON. We joined each other in a dele-
gation to Nigeria, meeting with girls
who had escaped from Boko Haram,
and in the backdrop of the tragedy of
the bombing of a mall and Kkilling more
people, it is time for Boko Haram to be
stopped and the girls to be brought
back.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, as I go down to
the valley in Texas to address the ques-
tion of those desperate children—this
humanitarian crisis of unaccompanied
children—we introduced legislation
today to create 70 more immigration
judges, so that they can be addressed.
This is a crisis which America is deal-
ing with, and we should recognize it as
a humanitarian crisis.

Finally, let me say, Mr. Speaker,
bring the girls back in Nigeria. Help
the children that are coming across our
border. Let us have a heart when it
comes to children.

—————

PRESERVING THREE COEQUAL
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time.

I don’t know if you have seen the
headlines yet, Mr. Speaker, you have
been busy with votes all day long, but
the Supreme Court, in a 9-0 decision,
today struck down the National Labor
Relations Board so-called recess ap-
pointments that the President made
there over the Christmas season in
2011-2012—9-0.

I hear a lot about the Supreme Court
being a divided body, Mr. Speaker. 9-0,
the Supreme Court said that the Presi-
dent of the United States had abso-
lutely no constitutional authority to
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name members of the National Labor
Relations Board without Senate ap-
proval.

They said that the recess appoint-
ment power that is provided the Presi-
dent in the Constitution of the United
States is not there, so that the Presi-
dent of the United States can avoid
Senate approval.

It is there, so that the Nation can
continue to run in the absence of the
Senate being in session, in order to
give its approval.

Mr. Speaker, the reason I bring that
up is because that was yet another de-
cision—in a long line of decisions the
President has made—to ignore this
body, to ignore the United States Sen-
ate, and, in fact, to ignore all of article
1 of the Constitution; and that is not
just a Republican from the State of
Georgia saying that, Mr. Speaker.

That is nine Supreme Court justices.
Every single Supreme Court justice—
the most liberal of the Supreme Court
justices—said the President vastly
overstepped his authority and his ac-
tions were unconstitutional.

Now, that is not news to anybody
who has been following that case, Mr.
Speaker. The D.C. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals made that same decision and said
that the President overstepped those
bounds, and that was way back in 2012.

I have a quote here from President
George Washington’s farewell address
in 1796, Mr. Speaker. George Wash-
ington said:

It is important that the habits of thinking
in a free country should inspire caution in
those entrusted with its administration.

That is us, Mr. Speaker. That is rep-
resentatives in government. That is
the White House, that is the courts,
and that is the Congress.

Should inspire caution in those entrusted
with its administration, to confine them-
selves within their respective constitutional
spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the pow-
ers of one department to encroach upon an-
other.

In his farewell address, George Wash-
ington said:

In order for this country to succeed, these
individual branches of government, the
checks and balances created in the Constitu-
tion, the men and women entrusted with
those responsibilities must resist encroach-
ing on one another.

Against that backdrop, Mr. Speaker,
against the backdrop of our Nation’s
first President and against the back-
drop of—well, he is standing right out
in a painting out here in the hallway,
Mr. Speaker, George Washington pre-
siding over the Constitutional Conven-
tion in the summer of 1787—this man
entrusted with the birthing of our
country, with the understanding of the
consent of the governed and how we
can preserve our freedoms while ad-
ministering our governmental respon-
sibilities said:

Resist the opportunity to encroach on the
powers of competing branches of govern-
ment.
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What I have on this sheet, and you
can’t see it, Mr. Speaker, but it is
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